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SUBJ : IRANIAN EMBASSY ISSUES THREAT 

1 . IN AN UNUSUALLY HARSH STATEMENT MADE TO MEXICO'S LEADING 
NEWSPAPER, EXCELSIOR, THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES OF THE IRANIAN 
EMBASSY IN MEXICO CITY FARADJ PANAHY STATED THAT IRAN COULD 
WITHDRAW ITS MILITARY DEFENSES IN THE PERSIAN GULF IF A UNIFIED 
RISE IN THE OPEC PETROLEUM PRICE IS NOT ACHIEVED IN THE "NEXT 
FEW MONTHS.” PANAHY WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT "THIS SITUATION 
CANNOT CONTINUE WITHOUT MY COUNTRY EXPERIENCING SERIOUS 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS.” IN THAT CASE "OUR MILITARY POLICY WILL 
HAVE TO BE MODIFIED” AND MILITARY PRUCHASES SUSPENDED. 

THEREFORE, ACCORDING TO THE REPORT HE IMPLIED, THE US WOULD HAVE 
TO ASSUME THE COSTS OF THE DEFENSE OF THE PERSIAN GULF. 

2. PANAHY ALSO REPORTEDLY STATED TO THE PRESS THAT THE CUR- 
RENT OPEC MEETING IN VIENNA IS DESIGNED TO FIND A COMPROMISE 
PRICE INCREASE - AROUND 7.5 PERCENT - BUT THE MEMBERS FEAR 
OPPOSITION BY SAUDI ARABIA "WHICH HAS BEEN STRONGLY 
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PRESSURED BY THE US.” 

3. COMMENTING ON THE CURRENT GAS AND PETROLEUM SHORTAGE 
IN THE US, PANAHY CHARACTERIZED IT AS "NOT AN ENERGY 
CRISIS, BUT A PROBLEM OF DISTRIBUTION" SINCE NO ONE FORE- 
SAW THE CURRENT COLD WAVE. 
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4. PANAHY'S STATEMENT WAS OBVIOUSLY TIMED TO COINCIDE 
WITH THE BEHIND-CLOSED-DOOR OPEC SESSION GOING ON IN 
VIENNA. A SOURCE CLOSE TO PANAHY TOLD EMBOFF THAT PANAHY 
HAD DISCUSSED THE STATEMENT WITH HIM OVER A WEEK AGO. IT 
IS NOT KNOWN WHY THIS STATEMENT WAS ISSUED IN MEXICO OR 
IF IT IS PART OF A LARGER PLAN ON THE PART OF THE GOI 
TO PRESSURE THE US. EMBASSY WILL ATTEMPT TO DISCUSS WITH 
PANAHY AND WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFO TEHRAN 
COULD PROVIDE. 
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